
THE MUTUAL RELATIONS OF GENERAL AND
MEDICAL EDUCATION.

Under this head The Journal last week in-
vited attention to the complaints that have been
made from time to time concerning the length of
time required for young persons to complete the
usual college course for the degree of Bachelor of
Arts, and then supplement it by from two to four
years of professional study. Allusions were also
made to the disposition manifested in some quar-
ters to reduce the length of such college courses

from four to three years, while on the other hand,
there was a strong disposition in professional cir-
cles to demand an addition of one or two years
to the time of professional study.

Assuming, as was then stated, that young men

should be able to complete both their general and
professional education so far as to be ready to enter
upon the active duties of their chosen life-work
at the age of twenty-three or twenty-four years,
it is plain that the curriculum of studies in the
preparatory and collegiate courses for the degree
of B. A. should be so adjusted that the average
student can complete it at the age of twenty years;
and in doing so shall have acquired a good degree
of mental discipline, and so much knowledge of
the origin and uses of language, of mental and
moral philosophy, of physics and the natural
sciences, and of history and literature, as will
constitute a good basis from which to take his de¬
parture into any of the non-professional avoca-
cations of life ; and an equally good basis for
commencing the study of any recognized profes¬
sion.

One of the chief defects of the present prepar¬
atory and collegiate courses, is the disproportion¬
ate amount of time devoted to the study of the
Greek and Latin languages, to the exclusion of
other branches of science of more interest and
practical utility. These classical languages enter
so largely into the composition of those most used
by modern nations, that at least, an elementary
study of them should constitute a part of every
course of liberal education. It is not their exclu¬
sion that is desired, but their proper limitation as

to the time they shall receive in comparison with
that devoted to other branches of knowledge.
The time required for obtaining sufficient knowl¬
edge of the different branches of medicine to jus¬
tify the commencement of the active duties of
the profession, depends so much on the mental
discipline and amount of knowledge previously
acquired by the student, that no arbitrary rule
can be maintained without doing injustice to
many. The average student who has passed
through the course of preparatory and collegiate
training usually required for the degree of Bach¬
elor of Arts, science or philosophy, if such course

has included a good degree of training in physics,
chemistry and biology, can enter a medical col¬
lege with a properly graded curriculum, annual
college terms from six to nine months, labora¬
tories for practical work, and hospital facilities
for clinical instruction, and can qualify himself
fairly well for commencing the active duties of
his profession in three years.

But if physics, chemistry and biology have
been practically omitted from his previous courses

of instruction, or if he comes to the medical col¬
lege with only the training received in the com¬

mon or public school, aided perhaps by one, two,
or three years in a high school or academy, he
cannot qualify himself to enter upon the ordinary
duties of the practitioner with justice to himself
or to his patients, in less than four years. There¬
fore, the time required for the study of medicine,
instead of being arbitrarily the same for all med¬
ical students, should be so far flexible as to adjust
itself in some degree to the previous attainments
of the student.

The General Medical Council of Great Britain
has had this subject under thorough and pro¬
tracted discussion very recently,1 and has very
judiciously recommended that the time medical

1 See British Medical Journal, June 7, 1890.
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students should spend in some recognized school
of medicine should be four years; and a fifth year
should be spent in clinical work in a hospital or
dispensary or with a recognized practitioner. It
was further recommended, however, that the stu¬
dent might spend the first of the four years re¬

quired, at any recognized institution for teaching
physics, chemistry and biology ; and that any
graduate in arts or science, who had given proof
of having studied these branches, and of having
been examined in them for his degree, should be
held to have completed the first year of his med¬
ical studies. These recommendations of the Gen¬
eral Medical Council regarding the four years of
medical college study are eminently just and
proper. They give the needed encouragement to
more thorough scientific training before commen¬

cing the technical study of medicine by giving
those who bring to the medical college such train¬
ing, a gain of one year in time, while those who do
not, must gain it in part at least, by devoting the
first of the four years to that purpose. A year
or two since the Illinois State Board of Health
gave formal notice by resolution that after the
college term of 1890-91, only such medical col¬
leges would be recognized as in good standing, as

should require of the medical student/twr years
of study including three annual courses of college
instruction of not less than six months each.
The Board specified no branches of study that
the student should take during the first of the
four years, neither is he required to be in attend¬
ance in any college during that year, and conse¬

quently there is no practicable mode of enforcing
the requirement or determining whether the stu
dent studies medicine an hour a day during that
year or not. Any young man or woman can buy
or borrow one or two medical books and get some

practitioner to certify that he or she commenced
to study medicine at a given date, and at the end
of the year take the certificate to a medical college
and enter as a second year student. It is plain
that the Illinois State Board should either adopt
substantially the recommendations of the General
Medical Council of Great Britain regarding the
first of the four years of medical study as. stated
above, or else repeal their resolution for four years,
and be content to enforce more rigidly the present
requirement of three years of study and three reg¬
ular annual courses of medical college instruction
of not less than six months each, etc., until the
colleges in all parts of the country are brought
up, at least, to that standard.

CONCLUSION OF THE FOURTEENTH VOLUME.
With this number we reach the conclusion of

seven years, in the history of The Journal.
We think it is no longer a question with any

of our readers but that the decision reached
seven years ago, to issue the Transactions of the
Association in the form of a weekly journal, was

timely and wise.
Its success at the first was involved in much

uncertainty. Had there been a failure at any
point to command the confidence of either the
Association or of a generous advertising pub-
lic, its experiment must surely have ended in
failure. Happily a discriminating and eminently
conservative Board of Trustees had as their as-
sociate an Editor-in-Chief eminent for executive
ability and skilled in the department of medical
journalism.

In the development of this new enterprise the
management of The Journal could afford to
make no mistakes, and so, at the risk of being
considered excessively conservative, the Trustees
have preferred to move steadily on, assured at
each step, that what was proposed could surely
be accomplished and that come what would
there must be no financial embarrassment. Thus
far their efforts have been eminently successful,
and never during its history, has it failed to meet
every demand at sight. At the conclusion of
six years the editorial supervision of The Jour¬
nal, at the earnest demand of the former Editor-
in-Chief was fully- assumed by the Board of
Trustees, and was specially committed to the care
of the Committee on Management of The
Journal.
Their work during the past year was so far

endorsed at Nashville, that the same general
oversight and the same special labors are con¬
tinued.
It will be seen by reference to the list of edi¬

torial writers to be found elsewhere in this num¬

ber, that The Journal is widely representative
of editorial work in this country, and it is the
purpose of the Trustees that in this direction the
power and value of The Journal shall be con¬

stantly increased.
A few words are due in conclusion as to the

publication of original papers presented at the
annual meetings. Obviously they cannot all be
published at once, else we must return to the old
method of issuing them in book form, a method
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